Thematic Quranic Translation Series - Installment 107
(In English and Urdu)

THE REALITY OF THE “CODE OF NINETEEN (19)”

Unravelled in Quran’s Own True Light
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(URDU Text follows the English one)

PRELUDE

What is the real meaning of “alayiha tis’ata ‘ashar”(Lde A= lgle) in Verse
74/30? Does it mean NINETEEN? Certainly NOT! Because that translation of
Tis’ah ‘Ashar” would make the sentence vague and meaningless. “OVER IT ARE
NINETEEN” is a vague and incomplete sentence. Moreover it is fully connected
with its preceding Verse too. Let us smash this Code theory in the first instance by
presenting here a purely grammatical/lexical translation of both the Verses before
the very start of our enlightening discourse. Please take full cognizance of the true
meaning of this purported numerical code:-
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Translation: “There are standing by-laws (lawwaahatun — ~!l) for the
humans (29), upon which is based (‘alayihaa — &) a complete happy society
(tis’ata ‘ashara — ,dc 2u) (30).”

Where;

Lawwahatan (=3 is: written statutes, regulations, by-laws, on a tablet, board,
bulletin, slab, slate, etc. Deriv. from LWH - z 4.

Tis’ah (=) is: a Cardinal number signifying greatness, importance,
completeness, happiness,

‘Ashara () is: to consort, live with, cultivate one's society, become familiar;
and

The pronoun “w” in ‘Alyiha, directly applies to the first word of the complete
sentence, viz., “lawwahatun”, without a fraction of doubt, ambiguity, conjecture or
hesitation. Only both verses together form a complete and self-explanatory
sentence.

Dear Valued Readers: We begin this article with the firm premise that Allah (swt)
in His Book of Wisdom, has never stated, alleged, suggested, inferred or implied
that the text of this Book of books has been subjected to, or tied up with, a certain
numerical/mathematical Code which needs to be applied, as a rule, for
examining its textual purity or otherwise; and that, this Code is inserted into Quran
as a safeguard against any addition/alteration/deletion by vested interests! Though
the God has certainly assumed responsibility of safeguards for Quran’s security,
but those safeguards are already in place since thirteen or fourteen centuries before
the theory of Code 19 was “discovered or invented”. And those safeguards are
applied up till now in different academic and physical modes, not through any
numerical code.

Hence the far-fetched theory highly propagated in favor of a certain Code of 19
existing in Quran, as a key numeral, by which the Quranic mathematical data
must be divided to prove its veracity or genuineness, or to trace and pinpoint an



adulteration, addition or interpolation therein, is based on a superfluous thought or
a personal invention. It has nothing to do with the Quran and its safeguards.

Dear Readers, we here are talking about a much-trumpeted theory of CODE 19,
supposedly derived from Chapter Al-Mudhaththar (74), Verse 30 of Quran
where we find a phrase reading as ‘“’alayiha tis’ata ‘ashar” (,& A Wle) - The
learned inventor of this theory was the late Dr. Rashad Khalifah. Its subsequent
proponents and ardent supporters include the illustrious South African Scholar and
Debater, Ahmad Deedat (late) and the presently active, learned, modern reformist
Quranic scholar, Edip Yuksel, of Turkish origin. Both of them have written
lengthy treatises and discourses in favor of this theory. Rashad Khalifa’s website
illustrates his theory in the following words.

“The Quran is characterized by a unigue phenomenon never found in any
human authored book. Every element of the Quran is mathematically composed
— the suras, the verses, the words, the number of certain letters, the number of
words from the same root, the number and variety of divine names, the unique
spelling of certain words, the absence or deliberate alteration of certain letters
within certain words, and many other elements of the Quran besides its content.
There are two major facets of the Quran's mathematical system:

(1) The mathematical literary composition, and
(2) The mathematical structure involving the numbers of suras and verses.

Because of this comprehensive mathematical coding, the slightest distortion of
the Quran's text or physical arrangement is immediately exposed. ”

According to Wikipedia, “Rashad Khalifa was an Egyptian-American biochemist,
closely associated with the United Submitters International, an offshoot reform
Islamic group. His teachings, most of which depended on numerological analysis
of the Quran, were opposed by Traditionalist Muslims. He was assassinated on
January 31, 1990. Khalifa said that he was a messenger of God but not a prophet,
and that the archangel Gabriel ""'most assertively** told him that chapter 36, verse
3, of the Quran, "'specifically'" referred to him. He coined the phrase "Final
Testament™ in reference to the Quran, with his followers referring to him as ""God's
Messenger of the Covenant”. Some Muslims objected to his interpretations, based
on his claim that parts of the Quran were fabricated; precluding him from being a
strict Quranist.
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In his works, Khalifa claimed that the Quran contains a mathematical structure
based on the number 19. Starting in 1968, Khalifa used computers to analyze the
frequency of letters and words in the Quran, with his first book on the topic
appearing in 1973. Khalifa's research did not receive much attention in the West. In
1980, Martin Gardner mentioned it in Scientific American. Gardner later wrote a
more extensive and critical review of Khalifa and his work. Khalifa's first
published report in the Arab world appeared in the Egyptian magazine Akher Sa'a,
in January 1973. Updates of his research were subsequently published by the same
magazine later that year and again in 1975. On January 31, 1990, Khalifa was
found stabbed to death inside the Masjid (Mosque) of Tucson, Arizona, he
founded. He was stabbed multiple times........ 7

It goes without saying at this point that in this research Article we are not
concerned with details of Dr. Khalifa’s biography, his religious doctrine and
affiliation (he claimed to be a Quranist), his claims of being a “messenger of the
covenant”, or his Quranic translation. We are also not concerned with how
vehemently he was opposed by traditional orthodox school of thought of
mainstream Muslims. Our only concern here is to prove from a fully academic and
rational translation of relevant part of Quran that both the said opposing schools of
thought are grossly mistaken in their theories. They blatantly misconstrue and
distort the Quranic text to paint it into the picture of their own liking. They add
their own words into its text and into its translation in English language. And they
fabricate and include their personal concepts into Quran on the pretext of
Interpretation. As for Dr. Rashad Khalifa, his claims of being a messenger of God,
and of the imaginary discourse he has had with Archangel Gabriel, constitute
sufficient proof for us to believe in a derangement of his mental state and we can
surmise that he needed some screws of his psychological apparatus to be tightened.

But before we embark upon an effective Quranic Rebuttal, it is befitting here to
also give the valued Readers an insight into the Orthodox (traditionist) Muslim
Interpretation on the Theory of 19 which is radically opposed to Khalifa’s theory.
We cannot agree with anyone of the two. Here it goes:

“Orthodox (traditionists) stand:

God puts forward a great test for the human race in the form of an allegory in
sura 74: The test of number 19. It is a test intended to separate true believers
from disingenuous people, as well as strengthen the faith of the sincere and
prove the divine origin of the Quran. The sign of number 19 has been abused in
many ways in the past, and the goal of this article will be to remain as close as
possible to the actual meaning and context of sura 74. God gives us a clue
regarding the real meaning of number 19 in verses 74:32-35, right after
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presenting the test and warning the human race in 74:30-31. We will see that it
Is about establishing a parallel between the 19 angels who will guard the fire of
hell and the fact that the sun, the moon and planet earth have been designed to
be part of a system where 19 is the common denominator that reunites them
(metonic cycle and 33 year solar-lunar calendar reunion), both in reality as well
as in the way those cycles are reflected in the Quranic structure. This world is a
final warning before either paradise or the retribution of hell where 19 angels
will guard the guilty, and it is the reason why our world bears such a terrifying
mathematical signature.”

How weird or mythical the above ‘concept’ looks, my valued Readers can easily
imagine!

Here is the text of the Quran from where lots of superfluous and speculative
Imaginary has been derived to create a sensational drama of the CODE 19:-

Chapter Al-Mudaththar: 74/25-31

M\g!(YA)JJa YJ@-\JY(TV)Q’ML«JJJ\ LAJ(Y'&)JMMLAM(Yé)M\ O3 Y\ R u\
wﬂ@ﬁ‘i\*&h&ah\g ‘\.SA).AY\JLJ\«.\MH.\&ALAJ( )MML@J;(YQ)M
uL\SS\ \yg\ u.a.ﬂ\ Qln Y Lal..u\ ) gial u.a.ﬂ\ N353 ul.sSl\ \343\ u.:..ﬁ\ Gl )9 88
u—ﬂd‘dw‘-“-\s M 1igy A0 350 1 G 58Eh 5 (s ae-u-‘-‘-uﬁuaﬁ‘ Jsialy - Gsiabally

(7)) At (s 83 Y) o g 3h W) ) 368 A Ly LG (o0 #L

The one grossly misinterpreted by both the factions is the Verse No.30 which reads
as under :

(1) 8 dais ste

1) Translated as “OVER IT (THE QURAN) ARE NINETEEN”(30)” ?2?? by
Rashad Khalifa and his followers; and

2) Translated as “OVER IT ARE NINETEEN (ANGELS or POWERYS)
(30)”??? by the mainstream orthodox group.

1) First Translation by Rashad Khalifa Group

We can see that the first translation is incomplete and ambiguous.
Nineteen(19) means nothing unless the objects or things it is counting or
enumerating are specified. Just saying “over it are nineteen” means nothing
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because the question spontaneously arises in one’s mind as to, the NINETEEN
OF WHAT? The simple logical answer would be that the word “Nineteen” is
mis-translated to show a numerical value at this place, which it shouldn’t.
There should be an alternative meaning of “Tis’ah “ashar” for the sentence to
make sense and have validity. Moreover, they fabricate a noun for the
pronoun (usa) of “’alayi-ha” of their own choice. They nominate Quran as
the subject of the pronoun “ha”. But Quran is not found in all the Verses of
this Chapter preceding the Verse 30, to which pronoun “ha” can apply; and,
apart from that, the Quran is not feminine or plural to qualify for the
pronoun “ha”! So, they are stuck at the very first step, and the entire
fabricated and famous theory of CODE 19, is decimated before it takes off!

2) Second Translation by Orthodox Group

We can also find that the second translation interpolates in the Quranic text
by adding the word “angels or powers” on their own behalf. It’s a crime
against Quran and God! Why they commit that crime of interpolation? They
know very well that by their translation of “nineteen” the sentence becomes
incomplete, ambiguous, meaningless without showing the object of the
counting. So, they have the audacity to add into the divine text to cover up an
erroneous translation, and commit offense. They also ascribe the pronoun
‘ha’ in ‘alayi-ha’ (&) to FIRE, or Hellfire; whereas, the actual noun or
subject of this pronoun is located right in the sentence (in Verse 29) preceding
this Verse. And that is “Lawwaahatan”. So this group too is stuck in soft
sand in the very beginning.

Hence, rejecting both the above schools of thought on the grounds of distortion of
Quranic text, let us now make the entire issue crystal clear in Quran’s true light in
the following sequence where you will find the Arabic first, then the prevalent
traditional translation, and then the latest fully academic and purely rational
and enlightening translation:-

(Y1) ke dubialis (Y2) ) 338 ) 12k &
This is nothing but the word of the mortal!” [Hence,] | shall cause him to endure
hell-fire [in the life to come]!(26)

“It is nothing but the saying of that mortal”(25). | am certainly going to cast
him into Hell-fire (26).”

(YA) 55 ¥ A5 Y (YY) S L &3 Lag
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And what could make thee conceive what hell-fire is?(27) It does not allow to live,
and neither leaves [to die],(28)

“And what would tell you as to what that Hell-fire is?(27) Itisa retributiqn
that neither allows to live nor leaves to die (laa tubgi wa laa tadhar — &5 ¥
2Y).(28)”

(r) e dakd lgile (v4) i dsig
making [all truth] visible to mortal man.(29) Over it are nineteen [powers].(30)

“There are standing by-laws (lawwaahatun — Aa13) for the humans (29), upon
which is based (‘alayihaa — 4ic) a complete happy society (tis’ata ‘ashara —
s Aauad) (30).
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For We have caused none but angelic powers to lord over the fire [of hell]; and We
have not caused their number to be aught but a trial for those who are bent on
denying the truth — to the end that they who have been granted revelation aforetime
might be convinced [of the truth of this divine writ]; and that they who have
attained to faith [in it] might grow yet more firm in their faith; and that [both] they
who have been granted the earlier revelation and they who believe [in this one]
might be freed of all doubt; and that they in whose hearts is disease and the who
deny the truth outright might ask, “What does [your] God mean by this parable?”
In this way God lets go astray him that wills [to go astray], and guides aright him
that wills [to be guided]. And none can comprehend thy Sustainers forces save
Him alone: and all this is but a reminder to mortal man.

“And we have not made it a rule or routine to condemn common people to fire
(ashaab-un-naar — &) &iaal) except those particular ones who have been in
the positions of power and authority (illaa malaa’ikatan — A3k ¥1): and by
clearly determining their kind/category (‘Iddata-hum — ag33) we have created
a state of hard trial (fitnatann — &) for the deniers of truth, with the aim of
making the people of the Book arrive at certainty in faith, and to increase in
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faith those who have already believed; and that both the people of the Book
and the faithful may not be left in doubts (laa yartaab — <t ¥); and to make
those with contaminated minds and the deniers of truth exclaim as to what the
God intends to emphasize by quoting this example; this is how Allah distracts
those who so desire, and guides those who so desire; and no one knows the
troops/power of your Sustainer, except He. And this is nothing but a reminder
for the humanity (31).”
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